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By JO TUAPAWA  

Howick and Pakuranga Times  

CHALLENGING ROLES: Louise Sables  and Scott  Russell in an emoti ve scene i n their Year 13 
assessment pl ay Vinegar Tom. Times photo Wayne M artin.  

 

PICKING the most challenging roles has meant drama students having to face up and take on alter-ego 

characters.  

“It’s f unny because if y ou look at us as normal, we’re the total opposite of the character we are play ing,” says 
Alice Tucker , who is a student at Botany Downs Secondary College. 

Alice – conv eniently or perhaps conf usingly – plays Alice Noakes in the school’s NCEA assessment production of 
Vinegar Tom. 

She is one of the Year 13 drama students playing their “opposite” in the production.  

Alice describes the character as a tramp-ty pe lady who doesn’t have much self-respect and demonstrates this 
through “sleeping around”. 

“And her mother isn’t much better,” laughs the 17-year-old. 

Her mother Joan Noakes is played by Louise Sables , who agrees with the rest of their class that a well-known 
f eminist play such as Vinegar Tom pushes their acting ability into a new realm by “play ing someone like we’v e 
nev er play ed”. 

In a room surrounded by young women, Scott Russell  pauses a while bef ore saying, “well I didn’t hav e a lot of 
choice” when it came to the decision of staging a feminist production. 

He plays Jack, a violent man who “is supposed to make the audience hate males”.  

Nothing like his character of course, Scott says the process of playing an extreme man is “something new”. 

It was a collaborative decision between the drama students as to who would take on which role. 

“It was negotiated, the casting,” says director and Head of Drama Anton Bentley.  

“We picked them according to which role would challenge you the most,” says Alice. 
 
Vinegar Tom  is a bold statement of a production.  Its opening scene is described as “a post-sex scene, it’s quite 
physical”.  Set in the 17th century, the students researched thoroughly this period of “witch hunts and torture”. 

“One of  the things they’d do to women who they thought were witches was search the body f or marks,” says 
Alice.  “My  character has this done to her and, ev en though it’s pretend, it’s still quite humiliating.” 

Fellow actress Louise says by researching in detail bef ore rehearsing enabled her to connect to the struggles of 
women in that era.   “It’s quite a powerf ul play.” 
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By JO TUAPAWA  

Howick and Pakuranga Times  

 

KNEES UP: Botany Downs  Secondar y College�½s  year 13 dance group have a spring in their 

step as their pefor mances of Pulse beckon. From left,  Ariana Oli ver, Jami e MacAllister, 
Charmanne De M esa, Prianka Govender, N atalie Hogan and Kate Blair. Times photo Wa 

 

STUDENTS are getting in the groove for their dance concert Pulse.  

Play ing to about 150 people, Botany Downs Secondary College’s perf orming arts centre will host this year’s 
extrav aganza, including some corporate seats.  

“We will be serv ing those at the corporate tables with f ood and wine,” says Arts Co-ordinator Carleena Walsh .  

The six students in the year 13 group aren’t too worried about playing to a big crowd.  But there are some mixed 
f eelings about being assessed for their NCEA mark on the night.  

“We’v e gotten used to perf orming and the pressure that goes along with it,” says Prianka Govender .  

Their rock ‘n’ roll and contemporary routine was choreographed by their teacher and Head of Dance, Aroha 
Rakanui .  

The girls hav e to put together another routine as part of their assessment. They hav e chosen an “around the 
world” theme and hav e taught the dance to year 11 students.   It features mov es from New York cabaret and 
French ballet.    

Also included is South Af rican disco jazz, and traditional dance f rom Hawaii, India and the Philippines.  “It’s called 
Media Merge with six different cultural dances f rom around the world,” says student Natalie Hogan .  “It’s all 
brought back to New Zealand to represent that we are a multi-cultural society, and that all these cultures now 
belong and liv e here.”  

Most members of the small class have been together for a number of y ears and their indiv idual strengths give the 
group a broad repertoire.   “We all get along, which is great,” says Ariana Oliver . “And we all share ideas and 
know each other quite well – we know each other’s [dancing] sty le.” 

This will be the girls’ last performance of the year, and the last school performance because the rest of their 
exams and assessments are written.   Kate Blair , 17, says: “This is a great way  to end the y ear and we’v e all 
worked hard together on it.”  

Mrs Rakanui  and Mrs Walsh  says this group of girls are very special, and their dedication and commitment to 
dance is astounding. “They  will do anything they hav e to – nothing is too hard or too much – dancing is their life,” 
say s Mrs Walsh.  

The students’ practice sessions go beyond the classroom. They rehearse bef ore and after school, in breaks and 
hav e sleepovers to get in some more practice.  

The Pulse perf ormance includes about 150 students, including back-stage and technical crews.  

“It’s a huge ev ent and we include as many students as we can,” says Mrs Walsh.  

Funds raised from the ev ent will go towards subsidising student f ares trip to Europe next year.  
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By JO TUAPAWA  

 

Howick and Pakuranga Times  

CREATIVITY erupted at a creative centre’s f irst 

Wearable Arts Evening called Te Aho Tuia – The 

Interlacing.  

The ev ening at Uxbridge in Howick was part of its 
Matariki celebrations, and saying it was a success is 

an understatement.  

Brilliant, magical, awe-inspiring, tremendous, 

wonderf ul and beautiful were a f ew of the adjectives 
f loating around the centre’s gallery. The theme 

f ocused around the Maori New Year, and was open 

to local intermediate and college students.   We’d 

nev er done anything like this before so I was a bit 
nerv ous, but the show was so much fun,” says 

curator Melissa Elliot.   “All the kids had a 

f antastic time and hopef ully gained confidence 

during this experience.” 

Tay lor Woodmass was pleased to be presenting her piece The Autumn Fairy at Uxbridge – Howick’s creativ e 

centre.   Tay lor made her creation with a multi-cultural f lavour to represent the different cultures now liv ing in 

Aotearoa.   “I guess it has a mostly Maori look to it, but I have also used Asian, oriental f abrics and sari 

material too.” 

 

ETHNIC DESIGN: Shannae Pikett- Walsh models The 
Autumn Fair y designed by Tayl or Woodmass (right). Times 

photo Wayne Marti n.  

Congratulations to Taylor Woodmass  who won Best original concept by a college student :  
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Howick and Pakuranga Times  
SIX Manukau students hav e their chance at Kiwi music success after winning the regional Smokefreerockquest 

title.   First place in the local final of the nationwide y outh music competition went to R&B band Chocolate, whose 

v ocalist Ben Lototau says it’s been a goal for him and drummer Tim Samau. 

Second place in the Manukau final went to Hudson and The Rocketships  from Botany Downs Secondary 
College. 

The bands won music gear and go on to compete f or one of the six f inalist spots in this y ear’s 

Smokef reerockquest. They are joined by Flaming Keys f rom Alfriston College, who won the Smokef ree People’s 

Choice vote. 

Third place in the Manukau f inal went to Electric Alice, with members from Macleans College and Botany Downs 

College, while the award for women’s musicianship went to Christine Isaac , the bass player for Catalyst 

and also a student at Botany Downs. 

“The process f rom here will sort out those who hav e the creativ ity and commitment,” explains Pete Rainey, 
Rockquest Promotions f ounder and director.  The national f inal is at the Power Station, Mt Eden, on September 

19. 
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By AMANDA KING  

 

Howick and Pakuranga Times  
A POINT of difference is what Dan Cullum was searching for when picking 

a topic f or a national speech contest – and his fiv e-minute run-down on 

childbirth proved to be just that.  

The Year 13 Botany Downs College student is on his way  to Christchurch 

in August to compete at the nationals of the Lions Speech Competition after 

winning the regional heat. 

Likening childbirth to a triathlon, Dan says that it has been an interesting 
experience researching his topic. 

“Being a 17-y ear-old male, it was a pretty risky topic,” he says.  

“It explains how I can remember my journey of birth but I hav e kept it pretty 

clean.” 

He had conv ersations with his mother about the subject and dug out his 
Year 11 science books to refresh his memory on the biology behind 

conception. 

“I detail my race for the egg and use some creativ e analogies f or my own 

birth, which was a C-section,” says Dan. 

The Lions Speech Competition is open to any one aged between 17 and 21. 

It’s designed to giv e y oung adults the opportunity to interact with like-minded people at workshops in Rotorua at 

the end of the year. 

Dan says the prize of a six-week trip to Canada and the US is also a huge motivation to be involv ed. 

“I really want to trav el when I f inish school. I think that people who hav e seen the world – and know what it’s like 

out there – have a greater understanding of themselv es.” 

In between speech rehearsals, Dan is balancing study time for his Year 13 NCEA examinations, as well as 

preparing f or the National Secondary Schools’ production of Shakespeare in Wellington and Botany ’s First XI 
f ootball team. 

Dan is one of the few students at Botany College who has been involv ed in every school drama production since 

enrolment. His role in influencing y ounger students has been great, with ev en his teachers saying he will be 

missed. 

“It’s our last y ear with Daniel and it will be sad to see him go,” says his English teacher Jan Stuart . “He had a 

great strength f or speech at the school.” 

Dan, who is planning on continuing drama at univ ersity on the side of Bachelor of Arts and Commerce degrees, 

admits he’ll miss his college life. 

“School has been a great experience,” he says. “I’m just looking at it as one season in life is going to end and a 

new one will begin.” 

Many Congratulations to Dan who went on to w in the National Competition in Wellington – he 

w ill be undertaking his trip to U.S. and Canada at the end of the year. 

 

CONCEPTUAL: Year 13 Botany 
Downs  College student D an Cullum  
chose the topic of childbirth for his 

Lions Speech Competition tal k.  
Times photo Wayne Marti n.  
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By JO TUAPAWA  

Howick and Pakuranga Times  

   

 

TASTY TROUPE: Secondar y school students who competed at the burger-maki ng competition.  
 

THE cornerstone of all take-aways has got to be the classic burger, and Delicia Moodley  has cooked 

up her own version of the meat patty in bread staple.  

The Botany Downs Secondary College student has turned it into 

something a l ittle bit fancy – an award-winning delectable burger. 

The 14-year-old’s gourmet creation came out on top in the junior 

division of the Secondary Schools Auckland Regional Burger 

Competition. 

The annual event run by Beef and Lamb New Zealand was held 

recently at Manukau Institute of Technology (MIT).  

It was attended by more than 20 schools in the Auckland region, 

from Kaipara to Waiuku, in junior and senior divisions. 

Delicia says: “I worked really hard on it and practised for two 

weeks. I think that my cooking skil ls come from my mother.” 

She won a $150 Stevens gift voucher for her efforts and will 

represent her school again in the national grand final cook-off in 

September. 

Beef and Lamb NZ chief executive Rod Slater says the standard of those competing this year has 

been exceptionally high.  “The flavour harmonies are also surprisingly outstanding,” he says.   

“There’s a lot of talent and it’s great to see such enthusiasm for cooking.” 

MIT food and beverage lecturer Hans Persterer was one of three judges.   “It’s great to see the 

participation of the schools growing, as this year we had to have two separate heats for each 

division,” he says.  “Chefing can be a competitive and pressured environment, and these competitions 

are a great introduction for students wanting to get a taste of the industry.  “All of the students who 

competed are winners because they really put themselves out there to be judged.” 

 

BEST BURGER: Goes to 
Delicia Moodley, of Botany 
Downs Secondary College. 

Photos supplied .  
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By AMANDA KING  

 

•Howick and Pakuranga Times  
A CUNNING idea to help teenagers get themselv es to Wellington is 

stitching together nicely with the dance and fashion students opening a 

shop.  

Twenty  girls from Botany Downs Secondary College are opening their 
Topstitch store this term to raise enough money to fly to the capital for the 

World of Wearable Arts fashion show in September. 

The Year 12 and 13 students have been busy setting up their shop in the 

textile department, ready for teachers, students and members of  the 
community to drop off clothing that needs repairing. 

Textile teacher Mary Gast  says students plan on testing the waters bef ore 

getting too inundated with clothing, and at the beginning only simple repairs 

– such as buttons, hems and seams – will be done. 

“The girls will roster shifts during lunch times and after school to work at the 

shop,” says Ms Gast. 

“We are not sure exactly how time-consuming the operation is going to be, 

so we are keeping it simple to start with.” 

Teaching staff hav e already shown an interest in having the dress alterations shop at school, and it’s serious 

business f or the students who each need to raise $350 for the Wellington trip. 

“It’s not only the shop that we’v e got going,” says textile student Brittany Graham .   “We’v e also organised 

chocolate f undraisers and sausage sizzles.”  

It will be a first visit to the wearable art show f or many of the students, and they say it’s well worth the trip, if not 

f or the inspiration, but f or the research in the lead-up to their own show. 

“At the end of the year students f rom Botany and sev eral other colleges will be putting on their own World of 

Wearable Art show when their designs will be on catwalk,” says Ms Gast. 

She encourages the students to think outside the square with f ashion ideas and the theme for this y ear is Project 

Runway. 

“By the time they get to Year 13, most of the students are working f or a client in the industry, either alongside 

designers or designing their own collections,” says Ms Gast. 

Year 12 student Natasha Ornik  is excited to be experiencing her f irst wearable art show.  “Fashion has become 

more like an art form, as much as it is about expressing y ourself in different ways,” says Natasha. 

She plans to continue in the industry and hopes her hands-on experience will help get her f oot in the door. 

For more inf ormation on the Topstitch shop and the clothing repairs that can be completed by the students at 
Botany  Downs Secondary College, please email m.gast@bdsc.school.nz. 

�

TOP SHOP: Botany Downs  
Secondary C ollege fashion students 

Natasha Ornik  and Brittany 
Graham  are ready to open their 

clothing alterations shop at school. 
Times photo Wayne Marti n.  
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Botany Downs Secondary College’s  
Expedition Team to Vietnam, November, 
2010  
 
Assembly 18 th  September  for Year 9 & 10 
Any students from Year 11 welcome 

Parent Information Night –  
Wednesday the 23 rd  of September 
�


