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Here's your chance to help support the educator of your choice and it's as simple as having your communications
account (Phone, Broadband, Mobile, TV) with TelstraClear.

Your nominated educator will receive a portion of your monthly spend with TelstraClear in the fom of reward points
whichthey can then use to extendtheir educational budget with a wide range of intelligent rewards™ .

To find out more please visit the following web site:
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Arts News & Events

Wednesday, 21 October 2009
By JO TUAPAWA
* Howick and Botany Times

Y OUNG actor Rebecca Tay lor has lived out a Holly wood moment at the
AMI Showdown Awards.

The Year 13 Botany Downs Secondary College drama student was
named as the best supportingfemale in a play at the ceremony at
Sky City Theatre.

“When they read out my name, | was lke What the heck, really ?"

It was a pleasant surprise for the 17-year-old head girl, who says that
the award has encouraged her to find an agent.

“l hav e alway s liked acting but | never considered it as a career,” says
Rebecca

SURPRISED: Rebecca Taylor, of Botany
Downs SecondaryCollege, has scooped

some acting work while studying.” best supporting female in a play. Times
photo Jackie Russell.

“Now | think I've got more confidence to find an agent and try to get

When she walked up to the podium in her ball gown, says she was
more nervous about ‘tripping up on my dress” than giving an acceptance speech.

“I'm used to public speaking. As Head Girl [at Botany Downs Secondary College] I've had to do lots of it, so | was
not worried about that, but | didn’t prepare a speech.

“I made sure | thanked every one though.”




Her entireY ear 13 drama class and their families attended the awards ceremony.
“It was cool. We all got dressed up in our ball gowns, which is great because you usually only wear them once.”

Not knowing the competition meant it was difficultfor all the students involved to gauge their perf omances, but
Rebecca isnt complaining.

“To be honest, because we didn't actually see the other perfomances, we didn’t know the calibre of the cther
shows and actors so we couldn’t say ‘oh, they desewed that’ or ‘we were ripped off’.

“The recognition of this award is really great.

“It does mean alot to me.”

Monday, 28 September 2009
By JO TUAPAWA

THEATRICAL HONOUR: Anton Bentley (centre) with his year 13 drama students who have
been nominated for their performance of Vinegar Tom. Times photo Wayne Martin.

THEY are up for awards, but year 13 drama students remain modest about their prestigious nominations outside
school. The entire drama class at Botany Downs Secondary College has been nominated for the most
outstanding musical or play in Auckland’s Showdown Awards for secondary school productions. The nomination
follows their performance of Vinegar Tom a play the students agree isnt a usual school production.

“Because most schools do G-rated productions, | think they appreciated that Vinegar Tomwas such a contrast to
what audiences and judges usually see,” says cast member Alice Holly .

Erin Johnston adds: “We did our take on the play. It was really original and we were able to tell a story that was
set along time ago [in the 17th century] and relate it to the modern day.”

Class members hav e also scooped individual nominations for their roles, including:

e Daniel Cullum for best lead male actor in a play for Vinegar Tom , and best lead male actor in a musica

for Cabaret.

* Rebecca Taylor for best supporting female actor — two nominations, one for Vinegar Tom, the other for
Cabaret.

» Scott Russell for best supporting male actor, in Vinegar Tom .

Rebecca says playing a possessed character in Vinegar Tom may hav e helped her secure the nomination.
“There was a lot of screaming involved,” she laughs. “But it's an honour just to be nominated.”

Scott will use the kudos that comes with his nomination — andfingers crossed, win —to help his applications f or
tertiary education scholarships. “lI've never been nominated for anything before,” says Scott. “I'm not really sure
why | got it. | was actually pretty surprised.”

Daniel didn’t think about getting nominated and just hadfun with both productions.




Everyone involv ed in Vinegar Tomworked collaboratively on cast decisions, and Louise Stables says her
classmates chose roles they had never play ed in the past.

“It was about gaining acting experience and play ing a roley ou wouldn't usually get,” says Louise.

Teacher Anton Bentley says it has been a pleasure to watch the students grow theatrically and develop as
actors ov erfor the past four years.

“It's avery proud moment for them to gain this recogntion,” says Mr Bentley.

The Showdown Awards were on October 14 at Sky City Theatre and were attended by the entire year 13 class
and their families.

Sports News

Monday, 19 October 2009
Howick and Pakuranga Times

WINNING FEELING: Botany Downs Secondary College's \ictorious seventh grade team.
Photo supplied.

AUCKLAND, Blues and Pakuranga hooker Tom McCartney was the guest speaker at the recent Botany Downs
Secondary College rugby prize-giving.

McCartney delivered a strong message to the college’s players that “in order to be the best at whaty ou do, it’s
crucial thaty ou put the time and effort into it”.

He feels he wouldn’t be the rugby play er he is today f he hadn't strived to be thev ery best he could be.

The school’s sports co-ordinator, John Samuel says the players of they earfrom the five teams were Brandon
Bryant (First XV), Brandon Ashby (fourth grade), Troy Sheriff (fifth grade), Mortaza Qasimi (sixth grade) and
Kyle Peterson (seventh grade).

“These play ers had a tremendous season and thoroughly deserv ed their awards,” says Samuel.

Two of the college’s sides won their respective Auckland competitions, the 5B grade coached by P Harries and J
Patchell, and the seventh grade coached by A Taylor and Ryan Edwards .

“With the success of rughy at the college, and with the talent and detemination that has been on display this
season, a push for our First XV to enter into the 1B grade competition, while a testfor a new school, has become
a reality.”




Arts News & Events

Friday, 16 October 2009
By JO TUAPAWA

Howick and Pakuranga Times

LOVERS' DILEMMA: William Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dreamis being perfor med
at BotanyDowns Secondary College next week Times photo Wayne Martin.

LEARNING the language of William Shakespeare has been made easier for students with the assistance of an
internet translator. Botany Downs Secondary College (BDSC)Y ear 9 and 10 students —the techno-savvy
generation — have many online options at theirfingertips to help.

“It was important all the cast knew exactly what they were saying, so they could put the right inflections and
emphasis on the right words,” says Y ear 10 drama tutor, Mark Johnson .

The core cast say they ve got the hang of the play wright’s ye olde worlde dialogue.

“It was a little hard at first,” laughs 15-y ear-old Alex Soh, who plays Puck in the college’s upcoming
performances of A Midsummer Night's Dream  “Onceyou get it, it's really easy to read [the lines]. William
Shakespeare is alegend.”

Co-star Astha Kantroo, who plays Hermia, agrees: “Oncey ou really understand whaty ou’re saying it's much
easier.”

Astha, 14, is new to the stage and a non-drama student. She says the subject will be part of her schooling in
2010. “Yes, I'm definitely taking drama nextyear. “The best thing about this production is that all sorts of
different people have come together to perform. “Every one has madefriends —it's great.”

The students volunteered much of their recent holiday time to rehearsals, and their tutor and director Mr Johnson
is impressed.

“The kids are extremely talented,” he says. “There were a lot of pleasant surprises during the audition process
and that talent has now been dev elopedfurther.”

The Shakespeare classic has about 30 cast members and it’s the first “junior production” BDSC has taken on.

“It was a bit of a gamble,” says MrJohnson. “The first one always is, but it’s really paid off.” “Personally, |
lov e Shakespeare — A Midsummer Night’s Dream is very v ersatile and | think it's something every one can
identify with.”

If he means identifying with the trouble that comes with being in lov e, especially when someone such as the
character Puck is meddling —theny es —some may connect toit.

“l basically make the problem between the otherfour in the love corflict worse,” says Alex.

“And because of him, | lash out at every one,” adds Astha, with a laugh. “There’s a lot of screaming involved —
it's quite fun.”




News

Thursday, 15 October 2009

Howick and Pakuranga Times

MAKING MOVES: Shingi Murare, Success Osunwa, Sean O'Brien, M uche Murare and Iggy
Mushonga doing their stuff in Botany. Times photo Wayne Martin.
A TEMPORARY venue may have beenfoundfor our skateboarders to practice and show off their mov es urtil a
permanent skatepark is built at Barry Curtis Park in Flat Bush.

Logan Carr Reserve may play temporary host to the new skate elements, which is the result of good work by
many people within our community, who have worked hard to ensure oury oung skaters have atemporary venue
to use. The new temporary facility will include rail slides, ramps and other objects designedfor skating, and will
stop skateboarders from having to use public streets and areas infront of local stores to skate.

The finding of the new v enue is fantastic news. Howev er, this all could have happened much quicker and easier ff
Manukau Parks hadn't held up the process by originally saying Logan Carr Reserve was naot a suitable venue for
the skate elements to be built —only to now change its mind months later.

The idea to use Logan Carr Reserv e was first floated by Botany Downs Secondary College Principal Mike
Leach when | raised the subject of finding a temporary venuefor our skateboarders. But the idea was originally
rejected by the Manukau City Council due to Manukau Parks saying resource consents would be needed.

Howev er, at a meeting last Monday evening, Manukau Parks tabled a report that indicated Logan Carr Resew e
would not need resource consentfor skate elements to be built and Botany Community Board agreed to allocate
$15,000 to $20,000 towards building the elements — subject to the conditions of a consultation process.

At the meeting, May or Len Brown spoke out strongly infavour of Logan Carr Reser e being used for temporary
new skate elements, and the board agreed it was a logical and cost-effectivevenue. This has come as a
pleasant surprise and, like many in the community, I'm happy progress is finally being made.

As the local MP for Botany, | hav e worked alongside many members of our community —including they oung
skateboarders themsel es —to try to find an appropriate temporary venue to stop skateboarders from having to
skate on streets and infront of shops and stores. Coming up with a solution has been a community affair, with
residents, churches, schools and businesses becoming involv ed in the hunt for an appropriate temporary v enue.
We should all be proud of ourselv es.

The parks team is currently consulting with Tim Guy from Boardertown to ensure construction of the park is up to
standard and meets the needs of skateboarders, and I'm sure his expert knowledge will be utilised.

Tim and the crew from Boardertown have shown the community spirit that enabled them to win two awards at the
recent Manukau Business Excellence Awards by offering suggestions and support towards finding a temporary
place in our patch for people to skate.




At one stage, they had offered to build a mobile skate-ramp, which could be taken to venues for kids to skate on
— which was looking like a good temporary option until the council agreed to having skate elements at Logan Carr
Resewe.

It is through community spirit and the dedication of people willing to stand up on behalf of our community that has
made this passible. Well done, Botany.
Pansy Wong -MP for Botany

Monday, 12 October 2009
By MARIANNE KELLY

Howick and Pakuranga Times

ENVIRONMENTAL sustainability projects under way in schools are safe until the end of theyear. But theirfuture
is still in the air as aresult of a major shake-up in education funding.

The Enviroschools Foundation received a letter from the Ministry of Education in June say ing that funding would
be cut. It stated: “The quality of the programme or services is not the issue. “They are just not the most
important way of achieving the Government’s goals.”

Twenty East Manukau schools take part in the programme, with Pigeon Mountain and Beachlands primaries
achieving the highest accolade green-gold award. Baverstock Oaks School has a silv er award, while Botany

Downs Secondary College holds a bronze.

The Enviroschools Foundation is a charitable trust, which until now has been principally funded by the
Government. |t provides support and strategic direction for a nationwide environmental education programme,
and about 600 schools throughout the country are involved.

Regional assistance comesfrom local councils, and May or of Manukau Len Brown signalled in June that he
wants to do whatever he can to ensure the programme continues in the city's schools.

The foundation is close to an agreement but has noty et signed a contract with the Ministry of Education, says its
operations director Kristen Price. “We are in a holding position. We have clarity about our budget until the end of
the y ear and we are making good progress and looking at alternativefunding. “We’re optimistic and committed to
provide support. The good news f or Manukau is that Len Brown is very supportive.”

Peter Cooper, the Green Party’s candidate for Batany at the last general election, says the Government believ es
teaching young people about the environment is not as important as numeracy and lieracy. ‘We feel those
subjects rule in the Enviroschools programme any way, along with science and technology,” he says. “WeVve
heard reports of less bullying, less graffiti and more pride in the community resuling from the programme.

“We hav e an edict in the Green Party, and that is the economy is based around the sustainability of the
environment.

“I think Pansy Wong and John Key arefailing the communities because they 'refailing to join the dots. “We think
they have gat things backwards. “The programme is not just teaching the kids how to count worms. It goes much
deeper than that.”

Coupled with the Enviroschools programme cut is a slash in Government funding for teacher prof essional
dev elopment next year.

Literacy and numeracy will be the only survivors —while support for the arts, science, social science, technology,
health and physical education learning areas for primary schools will cease from next year.

And the Enviroschools programme will be a victim of a cut in advisory serw ices.

Advisers are contracted by the Ministry of Education through School Support Services and are attached to the
colleges or schools of education in the uni ersities.

The advisers, as part of their roles, hav e supported hundreds of Enviroschools programmes.




Wednesday, 16 September 2009
Howick and Botany Times

MORE than 600 students descended on Botany Town Centre Gardens and Logan Carr Reserv e on Saturday to
giv e the public spaces a good old spring clean.

It's thefifthy earin arowfor the annual clean up and more Botany Downs Secondary College students than
bef ore hav e signed up to get their hands dirty.

Last year students collected literally mountains of rubbish, filling more than 200 rubbish bags to the brim in a
mammoth day’s work.

Botany Town Centre provides gloves and rubbish bags and puts on a sausage sizzle lunch to fuel the students
and thank them.

“We truly appreciate the enthusiasm and effort the students express to keep our public spaces beautiful. It's
wonderful to see the students trading in their weekend to help out in the communtty,” says Botany Town Centre
senior manager Jennifer Manning.

It's one of many community initiatives the environmentally minded Botany College students undertake at Logan
Carr Reserw e, adjacent to the school campus, says Head of Visual Arts, Jonathan Clark.

“The school has aresponsibility to look after the reseve. Being so close to the college, we have areal sense of
ownership and pride inthe space,” says Mr Clark.

“They dont shy away from the dirty jobs — our students hav e even climbed into a creek to retrieve a stray
shopping trolley inthe past.”
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Samples of Stencil Murals during Arts Showcase Week
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