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Support Your School 
with TelstraClear and intelligent rewards™  
 

Intelligent rewards  hav e a program to replace the Telecom points f or schools program. 

Here’s y our chance to help support Botany Downs Secondary  College and it’s as simple as hav ing your 
communications account (Phone, Broadband, Mobile, and TV) with TelstraClear. 
 
Botany  Downs Secondary  College will receiv e a portion of  your monthly  spend with TelstraClear in the f orm of 
reward points which they  can then use to extend their educational budget with a wide range of  intelligent 
rewards™ . 

Registration Forms – http://www.intelligentrewards.co.nz/pdf/Registration f orm.pdf 
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Sports News 

����������	��
�	��	����	
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Monday, 19 October 2009 

Howick and Pakuranga Times  

 

WINNING FEELING: Botany Downs Secondar y College's victorious  seventh grade team. 
Photo supplied. 

 

AUCKLAND, Blues and Pakuranga hooker Tom McCartney  was the guest speaker at the recent Botany 

Downs Secondary College rugby prize-giv ing. 



�
McCartney deliv ered a strong message to the college’s players that “in order to be the best at what y ou do, it’s 

crucial that y ou put the time and effort into it”. 

He f eels he wouldn’t be the rugby play er he is today if he hadn’t strived to be the v ery best he could be. 

The school’s sports co-ordinator John Samuel  says the play ers of the year from the f ive teams were Brandon 

Bryant  (First XV), Brandon Ashby  (fourth grade), Troy Sheriff  (f ifth grade), Mortaza Qasimi  (sixth grade) and 

Kyle Peterson  (sev enth grade). 

“These play ers had a tremendous season and thoroughly deserv ed their awards,” says Samuel. 

Two of  the college’s sides won their respectiv e Auckland competitions, the 5B grade coached by P Harries  and J 

Patchell , and the seventh grade coached by A Taylor  and Ryan Edwards . 

“With the success of rugby at the college, and with the talent and determination that has been on display this 

season, a push for our First XV to enter into the 1B grade competition, while a test f or a new school, has become 
a reality.”  




Arts News & Events 
 Arts News & Events 
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Friday, 16 October 2009 
By JO TUAPAWA  

Howick and Pakuranga Times  

LOVERS' DILEMMA: William Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream being perfor med at Botany Downs Secondar y 
College. Times  photo Wayne Martin.  

 

LEARNING the language of William Shakespeare has been made easier for students with the assistance of an 

internet translator. 

Botany  Downs Secondary College (BDSC) Year 9 and 10 students – the techno-savvy generation – have many 
online options at their f ingertips to help. 

“It was important all the cast knew exactly what they were say ing, so they could put the right inf lections and 

emphasis on the right words,” says Year 10 drama tutor, Mark Johnson . 

The core cast say they ’ve got the hang of the play wright’s ye olde worlde dialogue. 

“It was a little hard at first,” laughs 15-y ear-old Alex Soh , who plays Puck in the college’s performances of A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

“Once y ou get it, it’s really easy to read [the lines]. William Shakespeare is a legend.” 



�
Co-star Astha Kantroo , who plays Hermia, agrees: “Once y ou really understand what y ou’re saying it’s much 

easier.” 

Astha, 14, is new to the stage and a non-drama student. She says the subject will be part of her schooling in 

2010.  “Yes, I’m definitely taking drama next year.  The best thing about this production is that all sorts of different 

people hav e come together to perform.  Ev eryone has made friends – it’s great.” 

The students volunteered much of their recent holiday time to rehearsals, and their tutor and director Mr Johnson 

is impressed. 

“The kids are extremely talented,” he says. “There were a lot of pleasant surprises during the audition process 

and that talent has now been dev eloped f urther.” 

The Shakespeare classic has about 30 cast members and it’s the first “junior production” BDSC has taken on. 

“It was a bit of a gamble,” says Mr Johnson.    “The f irst one always is, but it’s really paid off.”  

“Personally , I lov e Shakespeare – A Midsummer Night’s Dream is very v ersatile and I think it’s something 

ev eryone can identify with.” 

If  he means identifying with the trouble that comes with being in lov e, especially when someone such as the 

character Puck is meddling – then y es – some may connect to it. 

“I basically make the problem between the other f our in the love conf lict worse,” says Alex.  

“And because of him, I lash out at every one,” adds Astha, with a laugh.  

“There’s a lot of screaming inv olved – it’s quite fun.” 

 

BOARD GAME MANIA: 
Year Tens Do It the Fair Trade Way 

                                                Notable Board Games 

 

Theantay Keo, Kori Stewart a nd 
Bhav neet Kaur (absent): 
Trivial Pursuit: Fair Trade Edition 
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Carla Sy, Xairah Peralta, Da Seul Choi and Jarrod H organ (absent):   Chocococoaloco  
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�
A reminder to all the families and friends of BDSC �

�
The International Festival is on this Saturday the 28th November from 11.00 till 

3.00.�

Come along for a fun f illed time with some amazing stalls - shop now for 
Christmas �

We have many food stalls as well so try something d ifferent for lunch on the 
day.....South African, Malaysian, Chinese, Korean, Indian and the good old New 

Zealand cuisine. �
�

The Howick Santa Parade is on in the morning so cal l in on your way home 
and have lunch with us �

�
We still need some more entertainment for the day s o if you want to perform 

please 
�
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