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News

Monday, 15 February 2010
By REBECCA GARDINER

* Howick and Pakuranga Times

—
SQUEALS df excitement echoed through q

a household when a student received her =
scholarship exam result.

On discovering she had scored the highest
mark in New Zealand for her physical
education exam, Erin Johnston ’s reaction
was instant —and uninhibited.

“l was screaming so much | didn't really
listen,” says the bubbly 17-y ear-old, who
finished year 13 at Botany Downs
Secondary College lasty ear.

“l asked the man on the phone, ‘am | the
top scholar in the whole country ?” He said
yes' and | screamed. He then said, Yy es,
we are excited for you as well’.”

L &nnnng

Erin was aware she was among the top
five inthe nation, but wasnt preparedfor
the shock of coming first.

|
|

“l was genuinely surprised,” she told the

Times. BEST IN NZ: Erin Johnston scored the highest markin the countryin her
scholarship physical education exam. Times photo Rebecca Gar diner.

“I'dfelt good when | came out of the exam,
but | didn'tfeel it was top scholar in the country’. I fek like | would have passed.”

The scholarship entitles her to $2000 a year over the next threey ears. “l don’t know who was more excited — me,
my mum or my PE teacher,” she laughs.

“l certainly didn't think I'd done quite so well. I'm buzzing about the scholarship.”

Erin’'s exam was made up of four questions, one of which initially left her completely stumped. Howev er,
resourcefulness and a generous amournt of creative thinking pulled her through.

“When | went in | was very surprised,” she says. ‘It took me a huge amount of time to pick [my questions].”

While admitting that the practical side of PE can be a challenge, Erin has alway s enjoy ed the subject. ‘1 think |
kind of had natural talent in PE. | used to be really interested in it and wanted to go on to be a teacher.”

Her mum June, who works at the school, has been ‘telling every one” the good news. “My parents are really
happy and my grandpa was crying on the phone.”

Erin, who lives in Botany, starts a three-year broadcasting course in Christchurch later this month. She will
receive $2000 a year over three years after scoring the top mark in the country for her physical education exam.
The college achieved 24 scholarships —two at the highest “outstanding” lev el, one top in the country, and ancther
in the top three.




Friday, 29 January 2010
NEWSTIP (=] -

« Howick and Pakuranga Times

TALENTED teenager Courtney Janssen needs help with vote power
after entering an online singing competition in Australia.

She is taking part in the contest at www.soundcheck.com.au, where

people can votefor her songs every 24 hours.

Then, if they join the Botany Downs Secondary College pupil’s fan club
site, they can votefor her again on the same day.

The current round of v ating continues urtil March 21 and singers in the
top ten go into the next round for five days of voting to get the artists
down to five.

| 1" [ —
. o . AIMING HIGH: CourtneyJanssen. Times
perfomm live in Australia infront of record companies. photo Wayne Martin.

The competition judges then choose anotherfive singers and these ten

Courtney has entered seven songs, some of which are in the top ten. Five of them are cov ers and two are her
originals, called Rely On Me and East and West.

People can find out more about her online at www.y outube.com/user/courtneyjanssen

Sports News

Wednesday, 13 January 2010
NEWSTIP (=]

By PJ TAYLOR

Howick and Botany Times

= e e NS
ON THE SEA BREEZE: Tyler Hogan, left, and T yler Russell, right, in action on the Hauraki
Gulf. Photos supplied.

TWO local teenage yachties took their opportunities andfinished in creditable places in last week’s Splash World
Sailing Championships raced off Takapuna Beach.

Tyler Russell and Ty ler Hogan qualffied for the top (gold) championshipfleet after the opening days of the top
class regatta, finishing in 18th and 31st positions respectively, impressiv e efforts considering it was their first
world champs.




Russell, who had only about a month of training in the Splash before the world champs, is a member of
Bucklands BeachYacht Club.

He started out in the Optimist class, mov ed to the Starling and now races in 420s and the 29ers — “a skiff ty pe of
class”. He's known as a sailor who wants to be racing speed machines.

The Splash dinghy is a fast, modern single-handed boat f or sailors under the age of 19.

Russell, who attends Baotany Downs Secondary College, is a big lad for 15 and was probably abov e the
maximum physical size for the Splash class.

“It was an amazing resul, because | just jumped into the class about a month bef ore the world champs,” says
Russell. “The weather conditions suited me —most were heavy winds. It was a really well run regatta, the
courses were set perfectly.”

Russell, ke many talented teenage yachties around the country, now jumps out of the Splash class into ancther,
the 29ers, as he readiesfor that national champs at Orakei in March. His goal is to make the New Zealand team
for the 29er world champs in Argentina next year.

Arts News & Events

Wednesday, 23 December 2009
By PJ TAYLOR

« Howick and Pakuranga Times

TWO talented teenage movers and shakers have had a sensational year to make
their mark in the highly competitive and vibrant arena of dance sport.

Shae Mountain and Samantha Gemmell represented the Society of Australasian
Teachers of Dancers (SATD) at thisy ear’s Australian Dancesport
Championships at Melbourne, where they were successful in claimingfour

cov eted winner's titles.

“They competed against Australia’s top lev el couples and others from asfar
away as Singapore,” says Shae’s proud mum Julie Mountain.

Shae and Samantha won the junior (under-16s) open Latin American dance title
at the South Pacific Championships, which were held in Sydney during October.

Their Latin dance routines included classy examples of steps in rumba, samba,

. CHA CHA: New Zealand and
cha cha, paso doble and jive.

Australasian junior Latin
American dance sport
champions Samantha

they would be successful in the Latin American open competition,” says Mrs Gemmell and Shae Mountain.
Times photo Bruce Nicholson.

“Shae and Samantha went into the Australian Dancesport Champs confident

Mountain.
“We were delighted when they won not only that event but three other Australian titles.

These included the junior open ballroom competition. Two of the country’s other top junior couples, from
Christchurch, were also highly placed in these events making it a great eventfor New Zealand dancers.”

Samantha attends Pakuranga College, while Shae is a student at Botany Downs Secondary College.
They are coached by dance teacher Samantha Malloch, a New Zealand and Australasian dance sport champion.

Mrs Mountain says they are keento continue their successes in 2010, when they will compete in the youth and
adult divisions after Shae’s 16th birthday. They are lookingfor sponsors to enable them to travel and compete
internationally for New Zealand.
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