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We have Homestay Families wishing to take their International Students away for weekends, giving 
them the opportunity to explore our wonderful country.  If your family has a holiday home/bach that 
you would be willing to make available to them for a minimal charge, we would love to hear from you. 

Please contact Sharmaine Hare in the International Department: s.hare@bdsc.school.nz . 

�

Congratulations to our MIT Tertiary Scholarship winners: 
 
 
From lef t to right:   

Sacha Buckley , Bachelor of Nursing 

Kathleen Bell , Certif icate in Early Childhood Education 

Viktor Arakelian , Dip Inf ormation & Communications 
Technology 

Ryan Wong , Dip Electrical & Computer Engineering�
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Botany Youth MP Contest 

�����������	
����
��������� �
Wednesday, 17 Februar y 2010 
By REBECCA GARDINER  

Howick and Botany Times  

 

DEBATING ISSUES: Botany MP Pansy Wong discusses the finer points of parliament with 
students at Botany D owns Secondary College, fr om l eft,  Benjamin Nee-Nee, Cassandra 

Arauzo, Pansy Wong and Lanessa Siteine.  
 

TEENAGERS are being urged to put their powers of persuasion and debating skills to good use in an upcoming 

y outh parliament. 

Botany  MP Pansy Wong is looking f or a young person between the ages of 16 and 18 who lives in Botany to 

represent the electorate in the triennial y outh parliament.  

In conjunction with Times Newspapers, she is running an essay competition to f ind a conf ident and community -

minded teenager to take her seat in the Beehiv e. 

The winner will hav e the use of Mrs Wong’s office and take part in a y outh parliamentary session, prov isionally 

planned f or July.  

“You’ll do exactly what we do – debating in the chamber,” Mrs Wong told students during a visit to Botany Downs 

Secondary  College. “You’v e got to ask all the questions.” 

Entrants need to write 300 words or less on the subject “what I would do if I was in Pansy Wong’s shoes f or a 

week”. “It shouldn’t be too difficult because my shoes are not too big – they’re quite delicate,” Mrs Wong joked. 

The competition is open to y oung people living in the Botany electorate who are aged 16-18 at the end of June 

2010. 

The winner, who will be chosen by Mrs Wong and Darren Risby, editor of the Times, will trav el to Wellington to 

take part in the y outh parliament. 
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Tuesday, 09 F ebruary 2010 

HERE’S your chance to be in the running to become the Youth MP for Botany.  

Please f ollow these rules of entry. 

• Entries must be emailed as a Word attachment, or in the body copy of an email, to editor@times.co.nz by 4pm 

on March 5. Entries will be posted on a special section of www.times.co.nz. 

• At the end of the essay, entrants must give their full name, address, date of birth and the school they attend. 
Only the entrant’s name and school will be published. 

• Students must be aged between 16 and 18 at the end of June 2010 and liv e in the Botany electorate.  

• Essays must not exceed 300 words and need to be on the subject “what I would do if I was in Pansy Wong’s 

shoes for a week”. The Times reserv es the right to accept or decline entries. 

������
�����������������������
��� �
Tuesday, 09 F ebruary 2010 

YOUTH Parliament is held once ev ery parliamentary term and provides y oung Kiwis with the chance to learn 

about our democracy and influence public decision-making.   This year’s ev ent has been prov isionally scheduled 
f or July. 

Youth Parliament was f irst held in 1994 to mark the 20th anniv ersary of the lowering of the v oting age to 18. The 

f irst one was a short ev ent, which involv ed y oung people going to the Beehiv e f or an education day.  Due to its 

success, the Cabinet inv ited the Minister of Youth Affairs to hold one every three y ears from 1997, the f irst y ear 
of MMP.  The next Youth Parliaments were held in 2000, 2004 and 2007, with the one in 2004 coinciding with the 

150th anniv ersary of the f irst sitting of Parliament. 

Youth MPs are selected by MPs to represent them. They  are expected to canvass the opinions of their peers on 

topics to be discussed bef ore they go to Youth Parliament.   The Ministry provides some support but Youth MPs, 
who are giv en a handbook bef ore they go to Wellington with all the information they need to take part, are 

expected to be self -starters who can get out and about to talk to a range of people. 

While at the Beehiv e, Youth MPs work together to dev elop a submission on a bill they consider. Ov er two days, 

they  will participate in: 

Question time: Ask questions of ministers. 

First reading:  Bring the bill into the Youth Parliament. 

Second reading:  When the bill will be discussed in-depth for the first time. 

Select committees of inquiry:  Youth MPs will break into groups to consider parts of the bill, and then propose 
amendments to the legislation when they table reports. 

Committee of the whole house:  Bill amendments proposed and voted on. 

Third reading:  To consider the amended legislation, including a conscience vote. 

Party caucus sessions:  Arranged by indiv idual parties to provide a chance for Youth MPs to discuss how 
conscience votes are made. 

After Youth Parliament, Youth MPs will continue to support the consultation activities of the Ministry of Youth 

Dev elopment for six months. 

Youth MPs should be activ e in their community, be committed to contributing their best, be passionate about 
y outh issues, politics and/or social change, and reflect the diversity of New Zealand’s y outh population. 

They  also need to be able to seek the views, opinions and ideas of their peers and represent these at Youth 

Parliament. 
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