


Whakataukī

He ihu kurī, he tangata haere.

A dog’s nose, a travelling person.

Beware of blindly following your nose. Don't just 

wander aimlessly, act on impulse, or copy others. 

Be deliberate, stay focused, and make active, 

conscious choices.



Option Selection Timeline
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Term 2: Careers modules in Active Wellbeing (on Fridays), using 
Career Central

Term 2, Week 10: Option information live on BDSC Student 
Hub. Careers assembly (Wednesday). Option selection focus in 
tutor time (Friday).

Monday 20 July: Option selection open on web portal

Monday 27 July: Option selection closes. Completed and 
signed option forms due.



The Option Selection Formula

++ =

Don't choose subjects just to be with 
friends – focus on what’s best for you

Focus on your overall programme of 
study, rather than six individual subjects

Think about how the skills each subject 
develops might help with your post-
school pathway 

Avoid a program of study with a heavy 
exam and/or portfolio load





Option Selection for Year 11 Students

Compulsory Subject

The only compulsory 

subject at Year 12 is 

English

Optional Subjects

Year 12 students 

select five option 

subjects. 



Option Selection for Year 11 Students

Year 12 is when students 
can start to specialise in 

their subject choices.

Subject choices should 
be informed by potential 

post-school pathways.

Be mindful of the 
combined assessment 

load.

All Year 12 subjects have 
pre-requisites.



Careers & Post- School Pathways



Half of all teenagers

aspire to just 1% 
of all jobs



The top 1% of jobs

Doctor
Teacher

Business Manager
Lawyer

Nurse or Midwife
Psychologist

Designer
Veterinarian
Police Officer

Architect

Engineer
Business Manager

Doctor
ICT Professional

Sportsperson
Teacher

Police Officer
Mechanic

Lawyer
Architect

BoysGirls

Source: OECD 2025
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Career Central – Student Profile



Is this me?







Career Central – Student Profile





What do I need to think about if I 
might go to University?
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University Entrance (UE) is the minimum requirement to go to a New Zealand 
university. To enter university, you need: 

NCEA 
Level 3  

80 
credits

UE Literacy 
made up of 
5 reading 

and 5 
writing 

credits at 
Level 2 or 

above

Numeracy
10 cr from 
coreq or 

numeracy 
standards

At least 
three uni  
approved 
subjects  

with at least 
14cr in each 
of these at 

Level 3



Non-University Approved Subjects at BDSC

• Sports Studies (SPS)
• Food and Hospitality (FAH)
• Tourism (TSM)
• Financial Studies (FIN)
• Early Childhood Studies (ECE)
• Engineering Skills (ESS)
• Building Skills (BSS)
• Future Pathways (FPW)
• Maths Numeracy Corequisite (MNC)
• English Language Course (ELC)
• English Academic Course (EAC)

NB: Students can achieve University Entrance Literacy doing 3EAC
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Compulsory Year 13 Subjects

You must have done these to get into the course

e.g. UoA - Bachelor of Nursing (BNurs) 
a minimum of 18 credits in one of English, Geography, History, 
Classical Studies, History of Art or Te Reo Māori AND a minimum of 
18 credits in one of Biology, Chemistry, Physics.

e.g. UoA - Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) (BE(Hons)) 
17 external Level 3 credits in Calculus AND 16 external Level 3 
credits in Physics.
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Recommended Year 13 Subjects

The university suggests you have done these in Year 13 so you have a good 
foundation of knowledge to do well  in the course.

NB - If the programme is competitive entry into the second year – 
you need to do well in your first year at Uni e.g. Medicine has 302 
places at UoA and over 1000 students doing BHSc or BBiomed)……. 
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Where Students Can Get Help



What you can do at home…

Talk to your young people 

about:

o Possible post-school 

pathways – support them 

to do their research

o Their subject strengths & 

challenges



What you can do at home…

Don’t forget to:

o Check the pre-requisites 
for preferred courses – 
are they on track to meet 
them?

o Look at the overall 
programme of study – is 
there balance?



For more 

information on 

the option 

process, and to 

access the course 

option booklets, 

scan this QR code.
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